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Foreword
I am very pleased to introduce this catalogue, which provides a permanent record of the

Ralph Waldo Emerson bicentenary exhibition at the Thomas Cooper Library. This is the
second major exhibition that Professor Joel Myerson has curated for the library and com-
munity from the Myerson Collection, and it is the first devoted to a single author. This
exhibition of manuscripts, letters, first editions, association copies, and memorabilia can
display only a relatively small number of items from the comprehensive Emerson holdings
in the larger collection, but it makes clear the range, depth, and quality of the outstanding
materials that the Myerson Collection has brought to the University.

Professor Myerson has long been recognized both nationally and internationally for his
scholarship on the American Transcendentalists, including Emerson. In this bicentenary
year, his expertise has been in demand also for exhibits and celebrations at Emerson’s uni-
versity, Harvard, and in Emerson’s hometown, at the Concord Public Library. We are deeply
appreciative of Professor Myerson’s willingness during a busy year to share his expertise
with the Thomas Cooper Library in exhibitions such as this, in the continuing develop-
ment of the Myerson Collection, and in plans to make it known to the wider scholarly
community. The authoritative catalogue he has prepared for this very impressive exhibition
demonstrates that with his generous transfer of his collection to the Thomas Cooper
Library the University of South Carolina now has the resources to be a significant center for
the study of nineteenth-century American literature.

Paul A. Willis
Dean of Libraries



Introduction:

Ralph Waldo Emerson—A Bibliographical Life

1 first began collecting Emerson in graduate school. By my second year there I knew that

I would write a dissertation on the Dial, a journal edited by the Transcendentalists; and ‘
because Emerson was the major figure in the movement, it was natural to begin by collect-
ing information on him. My funds in graduate school were limited, and I was collecting
books by and about all the Transcendentalists, but I had two aids: I worked at the campus
bookshop, which allowed me to buy all the new scholarly editions of Emerson’s writings at
a 40 percent discount, and I was able to go booking with my dissertation director, Harrison
Hayford, who also sold me books from his own collection.

Arriving at USC, I discovered that the department had some very serious book collec-
tors—indeed, a few of them considered it a blood sport. Some—like Matt Bruccoli, Paula
Feldman, Ross Roy, and Patrick Scott—shared catalogues and other tips with me; others—
like Judith James and Ed Madden—made notes on books I might want as they saw them in
their travels. But above all, I traveled and found books on my own. One enjoyable aspect
of the scholarly life is travel/,l whether on research trips or going to conferences, and every-
where I went I visited bookstores. In the 1970s and 1980s prices for nineteenth-century
American literary works were extremely reasonable—in retrospect, even depressed—and,
for me, Boston had the most and the best bookstores. After all, there Emerson is a
“local author.”

Booking in Boston was a joy. I used to be able to spend two full days going through all
the shops in Boston, Cambridge, and Concord. After I shipped back dozens of large boxes
full of goodies, I would again savor the joy of acquisition when opening the boxes after
they arrived here. Goodspeed’s Old South was a gem, with Amold Silverman there and
marvelous runs of nineteenth-century periodicals and Harvard-related materials. George
Goodspeed ruled the éponymous flagship store with an iron hand, and I knew that 1
would never be quoted another book if I ever turned down one of the items he had saved
for me. Ernie Starr was on Kingston Street and ran a store that would be shunned today: no
fancy bookcases, no comfortable reading chairs, no lattes, and no baristas for Ernie—tens
of thousands of books were stuffed into orange crates stacked to the ceiling, and one ven-
tured into this treasure trove with a stepladder and a flashlight. Next door was Edward
Morrill and Son, the latter being Sam Morrill, who always had a table full of Unitarian
sermons to rummage through and a fine collection of Boston-related materials. Sam fre-
quently had things for me when I arrived and put me on the “A” list for receiving his cata-
logues first. George Gloss’s Brattle Bookshop was always fun to go looking in, because the
books were often in random order, resulting in the most determined or the luckiest
browsers coming up with the best books. George also had whatever I was looking for—



only it was always at home, and he always forgot to bring it in. Brattle (now relocated to
a new store with metal shelves and the books in orderly categories) and Starr’s (now

Canterbury Books, located in Cambridge) are now run by the sons of the previous owners
(making me feel old); the rest are gone. New dealers have come in—the best being the
Bromers and especially Priscilla Juvelis—but it's not as much fun when I now spend as
much money as I did twenty years ago for dozens of large boxes and come home with
only one book.

The Emerson collection came about because I wanted to do extensive work on this
author, beginning with a descriptive bibliography of his writings. When I began, the most
recent full-scale bibliography had been published in 1908 and was seriously out of date,
and the volume of Bibliography of American Literature with Emerson in it, published in
1959, was not comprehensive and was especially weak on British editions and printings. 1
began collecting Emerson with a simple goal: get everything. (I now have over 2,500 books
by him, making mine the most comprehensive collection of books by Emerson in the
world.) A descriptive bibliography is not a list: It is an analytical description of and com-
mentary on an author’s public life as depicted in the history of his or her publications. I
therefore set out to obtain multiple copies of works, knowing that the informality of nine-
teenth-century printing and publishing practices would result in variants and that some of
those variants would tell stories (many of these are described in the catalogue). Because
Emerson’s works began to enter the public domain in the late nineteenth century, my
collection is especially strong in reprintings of his works and is a rich resource for tracing
the leasing, borrowing, and stealing of plates from reprint publisher to reprint publisher
during this time period. I of course obtained first editions and, as the collection
grew, manuscripts.

In the catalogue that follows, I attempt to present a reconstruction of Emerson’s life in
books by interweaving a biographical narrative with items from my collections that tell a
story. Each entry begins, where appropriate, with the entry number for the work in my
Ralph Waldo Emerson: A Descriptive Bibliography (Pittsburgh, 1982) or the Supplement
(Pittsburgh/Oak Knoll, forthcoming). I have given information about the number
of copies printed when known. All items are from the Joel Myerson Collection of
Nineteenth-Century American Literature at the Thomas Cooper Library, except for a few
pieces that I have bought for myself since the collection went to USC in 2000. Good collec-
tors never stop collecting—there are always more tales to be told by books and manuscripts.

M.



EARLY YEARS
Ralph Waldo Emerson was born on 25 May 1803 in Boston, Massachusetts, one of eight
children of William Emerson, a Congregational minister. His father died on 12 May 1811,

placing the family in financial straits, and, even though the parish voted them a stipend
for seven years, Emerson’s mother was forced to take in boarders to help make ends meet.
Education was important to the Emersons and all the boys in the family were well
schooled. Young Ralph (he did not prefer “Waldo” until the early 1820s) began attending
the Boston Latin School in 1812, graduating in 1817, the year in which he entered Harvard
College. He had an undistinguished career there, graduating thirtieth in a class of fifty-nine.
He did, however, win second prize in the Bowdoin essay contest with “The Character of
Socrates” and “The Present State of Ethical Philosophy,” and he was named class poet, but
only after the honor had been rejected by seven other students. Soon after leaving Harvard
in 1821, he published his first work, “Thoughts on the Religion of the Middle Ages,” which
appeared in the November-December 1822 issue of the Christian Disciple and Theological
Review and was signed “H.O.N.” (created by using the last letters of his names).

e Printed and filled out bill for the funeral of William Emerson, Waldo's father,
22 May 1811.
¢ Program for Harvard College commencement, 29

August 1821. Emerson is listed as participating in a & Wenr | Htdegy:
discussion “On the Character of John Knox, :
William Penn, and John Wesley.” ; o g .{ i A
¢ Broadside for Twentieth Reunion of Emerson’s _ = e s i = 7 :
Harvard class. Personal collection of Joel Myerson. o ' - i s Ly
¢ Tiwo Unpublished Essays. The Character of Socrates. The | ./« o fov  Kaed

e

Present State of Ethical Philosophy, ed. Edward Everett emiar
Hale. Boston: Lamson, Wolffe, 1896. A 45.1.a. The SRR e
Myerson Collection has both forms of the binding, o s A

¢ Letter to Rebecca Haskins of September 1824 about et | 3
her early reading.

¢ “H.ON.,” “Thoughts on the Religion of the
Middle Ages,” Christian Disciple and Theological
Review, n.s. 4 (November-December 1832): 401-408.

After stints of teaching school, Emerson began studying theology and divinity at Harvard in
1825, and on 10 October 1826 he was licensed to preach. But ill health (problems with his
eyes and with tuberculosis) forced him on a curative trip to the South. In November 1826
he visited Charleston, South Carolina, and St. Augustine, Florida, for their warmer climates,
returning home in the late spring of 1827. In Charleston he first saw in person the institu-
tion of slavery and was repelled by it. After returning, he supplied various pulpits before
marrying Ellen Louisa Tucker on 30 September 1829, after he had been ordained junior



pastor of the prestigious Second Church of Boston on 11 March. The marriage was a happy
one, but Ellen had tuberculosis, which worsened, and she died on 8 February 1831.
Emerson, who disliked the many social responsibilities he had as pastor and who
disagreed with his parish over the administration of the Lord’s Supper, resigned in

October 1832.

Letter to Samuel Ripley of 12 April 1827, e A Jra s
written from Charleston, South Carolina, : :
where Emerson had traveled for his health,
and in which he comments on how the
locals “have no particular pretensions to a 2l o
religious character any farther than a ;
decided hostility to Unitarianism, as ‘the pr e

Yankee religion.” Personal collection of
Joel Myerson. ;
Manuscript of “To Eva,” dedicated to ks RS B S
Emerson’s first wife, Ellen. This manuscript | ;. " - ., / i 3
served as printer’s copy for the 1847 !

London edition of Emerson’s Poems. .Manuscript of “To Eva”

EUROPE AND A NEW CAREER

Emerson sailed for Europe in December 1832, where he met Thomas Carlyle, beginning
a friendship with him that included acting as Carlyle’s agent for his books published in
America. After Emerson returned to the United States in October 1833, he began a period
of introspection and reading, supporting himself by supply preaching, lecturing, and on
the income derived from stocks left him by Ellen. In October 1834, Emerson moved to
Concord, his ancestral town. There he began his lifelong involvement in the life of the
community, starting with A Historical Discourse in 1835, which celebrated the bicentennial
of Concord’s incorporation and was his first separate publication. Also in 1835, Emerson
married Lydia Jackson of Plymouth, whom he called Lidian.

A Historical Discourse, Delivered Before the Citizens of Concord, 12th September 1835.
On the Second Centennial Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town. Concord: G.E
Bemis, 1835. Wrappers. A 2.1. Copy inscribed (but not in Emerson'’s hand) to
Charles King Newcomb, one of the many young men whose careers he tried to
assist. There are relatively few copies of this extant, because many of them were
destroyed by a fire in the Concord Town Clerk’s office.

Signed printed document, Concord Free Public Library Committee, 5 September
1877. Emerson acknowledges the gift of a book in his role as chair of the
committee. He served on the library committee for over a decade.



The publication of Emerson'’s first two volumes of
essays firmly established him in the literary and
cultural worlds. Essays (1841) includes “History,”
“Self-Reliance,” “Compensation,” “Spiritual Laws,”
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Manuscript page from “Man the Reformer”





