Concept Paper:  “Scottish Literature Since 1707”

I. Statement of Need
This course, covering Scottish literature from the formation of the United Kingdom to the early twentieth century, will make available a unique literary survey targeted at upper-level undergraduates, graduate students, and secondary-school English teachers.  For teachers seeking recertification, the course will fulfill the post-1660 literature requirement.  The student population served will consist primarily of individuals from South Carolina but will also include students from throughout the Southeast.  (Of the more than ten million Americans of Scottish ancestry, a significant proportion resides in the Southeast region with large concentrations in the Carolinas.)  An examination of distance education offerings in English shows that no such course, addressing what many South Carolinians consider an important aspect of their cultural heritage, is offered by the University.  Widespread Scottish activity in the state indicates that a distance education course could economically serve the needs of a disparate group of students at scattered sites.  The University of South Carolina, home of both the journal Studies in Scottish Literature and one of the premier collections of Scottish literature outside of Scotland, is uniquely qualified to meet the needs of those students.

II. Project Description

A. Course Description
The course will be taught under an existing course designation:  ENGL 438B (“Scottish Writers”) or, subject to Graduate School approval, ENGL 650 (“Special Topics in Literature”).  It will be offered in either the fall 2000 or the spring 2001 semester as advised by Distance Education.  Its goals will be, first, to provide a survey of Scotland’s literary traditions by drawing on the holdings of Thomas Cooper Library and the special knowledge of the University’s faculty, and, second, to promote interest in a literature of growing political and cultural importance because of the recent devolution and decentralization of government in the United Kingdom, particularly the opening in 1999 of the first Scottish Parliament since 1707.  The course will cover developments in Scottish fiction, poetry, and prose from the era of the Jacobite uprisings to the early twentieth century, paying particular attention to Scottish contributions to the Romantic movement.  Instruction will be delivered primarily via the web, with instructors mounting lecture notes, reading guides, and queries for consideration on a semi-weekly basis.  Students will turn in bi-weekly report via e-mail.  Instructors’ office hours will take place via MOO-based synchronous communication sessions.  The course’s final examination will take place in a proctored, off-site setting.  Web pages will also provide students with access to hypertext versions of most course materials, including not only syllabi and reading schedules but also the texts of many reading assignments.

B. Project Personnel
Dr. Patrick Scott, Professor of English and Associate University Librarian for Special Collections, will act as the project administrator.  Dr. Jason Pierce, Assistant Professor of English at Mars Hill College, will be the project manager and will be responsible for the technical aspects of the course’s delivery.  Dr. G. Ross Roy, Professor Emeritus of English and Editor of Studies in Scottish Literature, will serve as a consultant on the project.

III. Budget Statement
In keeping with SCITI guidelines, the expected budget for the project will be between $10,000 and $12,000.  The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections already has the necessary hardware for the project, including a digital camera and a flatbed scanner.  However, part of the grant will be used to purchase OCR software for the purpose of converting out-of-copyright texts into hypertext files.  The remainder of the grant will fund faculty release time for the project’s implementation.

IV. Communication with Support Offices
We have discussed the project with Carolyn Champion of Distance Education, Doris Stephens and Nancy Chesnutt of Instructional Services, and Dr. John Winberry, Associate Dean of the Graduate School.  Additionally, Dr. Scott has attended a DEIS workshop on the Blackboard CourseInfo system that will support our teaching needs.

