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Scope and Content 
 
John C. Meleney graduated from Dartmouth College in 1941 and from Yale Law School in 
1948.  From 1948 through 1981, he practiced law with a major firm in New York City, first 
as an associate attorney, then as a partner of the firm.  He retired to South Carolina in 
1981 and enrolled in the University of South Carolina in 1982, where he received a Ph.D. in 
history in May 1988.  Dr. Meleney continued his study of early South Carolina political and 
legal history as a post-doctorate research fellow at the University’s Institute of Southern 
Studies.      
 
The collection is divided into two series: Debate materials and Research files.  The debate 
materials are arranged into two sub collections: Political essays and commentary in South 
Carolina pamphlets and newspapers, 1783-1786 and Collected materials relating to debate 
on apportionment of representation in South Carolina, 1794-1796.  Files include typescripts 
and photocopied originals of letters and pamphlets (mostly published under pseudonyms), 
editorial comments, and grand jury charges.  Some of these essays have been identified 
as works by Aedanus Burke, Christopher Gadsden, Alexander Gillon, William Hornby, 
John Fauchereaud Grimke, Henry Pendleton, Robert Goodloe Harper, John Drayton, 
Timothy Ford, Henry William Desaussure, Thomas Tudor Tucker, and Joseph Alston.  The 
series also includes research on constitutional and legislative background issues; as well 
as notes, drafts, papers, and newspaper stories relating to representation and related 
issues like debtor relief, paper money, judicial reform, eminent domain, and the open range 
policy. 
 
Meleney's research interests extend to contemporaries of Aedanus Burke like William 
Read, Nathanael Greene, Anthony Wayne, James Madison, John Nicholson, Pierce Butler, 
Edward Rutledge, Charles Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John Rutledge, Jr., 
Rawlins Lowndes, and John Pringle.  Topical material includes contemporary political 
issues like the society of the Cincinnati, the Jay treaty, the Jonathan Robbins extradition 
case, and debates in the first federal Congress 
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Container List 
 
Box I 
 

Debate Materials 
 

Folders 1-13: “Political Essays and Commentary in South Carolina Pamphlets and 
Newspapers, 1783-1786” with introductory notes and index 

 
Folders 14-18: “Apportionment of representation in South Carolina, 1794-1796” 

 
Folder 19:  “Hampden,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Weekly Gazette, 22 March 1783.  

Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 20:  “A Patriot Soldier,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Weekly Gazette, 29 March 

1783.  Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 21:  “Tullius,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 18 April 

1783.  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 22:  “ [Aedanus Burke], Charge to the Grand Jury (with presentments appended), The South 

Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 10 June 1783.  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 23:  “Hampden,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 17 

June 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 24:  “Plain Truth,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Weekly Gazette, 28 June 1783  

Typescript only. 
 
Folder 25:  Benjamin Guerard, Governor's proclamation (with news story), The South Carolina Gazette 

and General Advertiser, 12 July 1783 Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 26:  “A Patriot,” “To the People of South Carolina,” The South Carolina Gazette and General 

Advertiser, 15 July 1783  Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 27:  “A Columbian,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Weekly Gazette, 19 July 1783  

Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 28:  “A Patriot,” “To the People of South Carolina [2],” The South Carolina Gazette and General 

Advertiser, 19 July 1783  Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 29:  “A Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 23 

July 1783  Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 30:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

29 July 1783  Photocopies only. 
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Box I (con’t) 
 

Folder 31:  “A Real Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, ______________, 2 August 1783  Photocopy 
and typescripts. 

 
Folder 32:  “Brutus,” “To the Printers of the renovated PATRIOTIC Gazette, of the state of South 

Carolina,” The Gazette of the State of South Carolina, 6 August 1783  Typescript only. 
 
Folder 33:  “A Planter,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 9 

August 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 34:  “A Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 12 

August 1783 Photocopy and typescripts. 
 
Folder 35:  “An Anti-Tory,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

12 August 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 36:  “Brutus,” “To the virtuous Whig Citizens of the State of South-Carolina,” The Gazette of 

the State of South Carolina, 27 August 1783  Typescript only. 
 
Folder 37:  “Anonymous,” “On the Importance of the Court of Chancery,” The South Carolina 

Gazette and General Advertiser, 2 September 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 38:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

8-11 November 1783  Notes only. 
 
Folder 39:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

11-15 November 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 40:  “A Mechanic,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 18-

22 November 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 41:  William Hornby, untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

2-6 December 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 42:  Aedanus Burke, Charge to the Ninety Six Grand Jury (with presentments appended), The 

South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 16-18 December 1783  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 43:  Toasts by the Marine Anti-Britannic Society, The South Carolina Weekly Gazette, 19 

December 1783  1 photocopy. 
 
Folder 44:  John Faucheraud Grimke, Charge to the Cheraws and Camden Grand Juries (with 

presentments appended), The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 20-23 
December 1783  Photocopies of original newspaper story and Gregg's transcription in 
History of the Old Cheraws. 
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Folder 45:  “Independent,” “To the Citizens of the United States,” The South Carolina Gazette and 

General Advertiser, 27-30 March 1784  Photocopies only. 
 

Folder 46:  “Independent,” “To the Citizens of the United States [2],” The South Carolina Gazette and 
General Advertiser, 6-8 April 1784  Photocopies only. 

 
Folder 47:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

27-29 April 1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 48:  William Thompson, “Mr. William Thompson’s state of facts…,” The Gazette of the 

State of South Carolina, 29 April 1784  Typescript only.   
 
Folder 49:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

8-11 May 1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 50:  “Democratic Gentle-Touch” [William Hornby], letter to editor, The Gazette of the State of 

South Carolina, 10 May 1784  Typescript only. 
 
Folder 51:  Gilbert Chambers, “To the public,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 26-30 

June 1784  Photocopies only.   
 
Folder 52:  Benjamin Waller, letter to editor The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 7-10 July 

1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 53:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 

8-10 July 1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 54:  “Aristides,” “Letter I,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 21-24 July 1784 

Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 55:  “Sidney,” “Maxims for Republics,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 21-24 

1784  Photocopies only.   
 
Folder 56:  Alexander Gillon, To Christopher Gadsden, Esq., The Gazette of the State of South Carolina, 

25 July 1784  Typescript only.    
 
Folder 57:  “Aristides,” “Letter II,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 21-24 July 1784 

Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 58:  “Another Patriot,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

27-29 July 1784  Photocopies only. 
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Box I (con’t) 
 
Folder 59:  William Hornsby, “To the public in general and A STEADY AND OPEN 

REPUBLICAN IN PARTICULAR,” The Gazette of the State of South Carolina, 29 July, 12 
& 19 Aug 1784  Typescript only.    

 
Folder 60:  “Chagrin,” “Dear Advocates and Dupes of Toryism,” The Gazette of the State of South 

Carolina, 26 August 1784  Typescript only.    
 
Folder 61:  John Winter, “To the public,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 25-28 

August 1784  Photocopy only.    
 

Folder 62: “A Fellow Citizen,” untitled letter to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 
28 August-1 September 1784  Photocopies only. 

 
Folder 63:  “A Free Citizen,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public 

Advertiser, 1-4 September 1784  Photocopy only.    
 
Folder 64:  “Senex,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 1-4 

September 1784  Photocopy only.    
 
Folder 65:  “Civis Mundi,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 

4-8 September 1784  Photocopy only.    
 
Folder 66:  Alexander Gillon, Reply to Christopher Gadsden, The Gazette of the State of South Carolina, 

9 September 1784  Notes and Abstract. 
 
Folder 67:  “An American Whig,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public 

Advertiser, 8-11 September 1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 68:  Christopher Gadsden, “To the public in general, and to Commodore Gillon in 

particular,” The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 9-11 September 1784  
Photocopies only. 

 
Folder 69:  “A Friend to Humanity,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and 

General Advertiser, 11 September 1784  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 70: “127,” query to editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 11-14 September 

1784  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 71:  Editorial Comment, “Election of Intendant,” The South Carolina Gazette and General 

Advertiser, 11-14 September 1784  Photocopies only.    
 
Folder 72:  “A Friend to the Law,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General 

Advertiser, 15 September 1784  Typescript only.    
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Box I (con’t) 
 

Folder 73:  [Address of a SECRET COMMITTEE of the WHIG CLUB of SIX HUNDRED,] The 
South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 16 September 1784  Typescript only.    

 
Folder 74: “Anti-Malagrida,” “To the public,” The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 16 & 

25 September 1784  Typescript.    
 
Folder 75:  “Rusticus,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 25-

27 September 1784  Photocopies only.    
 

Folder 76:  “A Correspondent,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General 
Advertiser, 2 October 1784  Photocopies only.     

 
Folder 77:  “A Backcountryman,” “To the Inhabitants of Ninety-Six District,” The Gazette of the State 

of South Carolina, 7 October 1784  Typescript only.   
 
Folder 78:  “Publicola,” “To the public,” ______________, November 1784  Photocopy and 

typescripts. 
 
Folder 79:  “A Monitor,” “[partly illegible] Whig Citizens…,” Columbian Herald, 26 November 1784  

Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 80:  “A Winyah Planter,” “To the Citizens of South Carolina, Friends and Countrymen,” 

Columbian Herald, 26 November 1784  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 81:  “Mentor,” “To the public,” The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 27 November 

1784  Typescript only.   
 
Folder 82:  [Editorial Comment,] ______________, 24 December 1784  Photocopy only. 
 
Folder 83:  Benajmin Waller, untitled letter to the editor, Columbian Herald, 10 February 1785  

Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 84:  “Senex,” unititled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and Public Advertiser, 18-21 

May 1785  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 85:  “Philanthropus,” untitled letter to the editor, The South Carolina Gazette and General 

Advertiser, 8 June 1785  Photocopy only.   
 



John C. Meleney (1921-     )   
Research Files.   
Container List 

 8

Box II 
 

Folder 86:  “Amicus,” “A Miniature Picture of the Times, & etc. ” The South Carolina Gazette and 
General Advertiser, 6-9 July , 3 September 1785 & 25 August 1786.  Photocopies and 
typecscripts.   

 
Folder 87:  “T.,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 2 & 9 September 1785  

Typescript only.   
 
Folder 88:  “A Rising Cloud,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 1-3 September 

1785  Typescript only.   
 
Folder 89:  “Modestus,” untitled letter to the editor, Columbian Herald, 5 September 1785  Photocopy 

only.   
 
Folder 90:  “Plain Truth,”  untitled letter to the editor The South Carolina Gazette and General Advertiser, 

6 September 1785.  Photocopy only. 
 
Folder 91:  “Anonymous,” “For the State Gazette,” The State Gazette of South Carolina, 8 September 

1785  Photocopy and typescript.   
 
Folder 92: “Horatio,” “For the State Gazette,” The State Gazette of South Carolina, September-October 

1785  Photocopies and typescript.   
 
Folder 93: “A Countryman,” For the Public Advertiser,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public 

Advertiser, September, 1785  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 94: “Old Homespun,” “To Horatio,” The State Gazette of South Carolina, 22 & 26 September  

1785  Photocopy and typescript.   
 
Folder 95:  “Caroliniensis,” letter to the Publisher, Columbian Herald, 23 September 1785  Photocopy 

only.   
 
Folder 96:  “Americanus,” untitled letter to the editor, Columbian Herald, 28 September 1785 – 3 

February 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 97:  “A Planter,” “Thoughts on the Necessity of emitting Paper Currency in the state of 

South-Carolina,” Columbian Herald, 28 September 1785  Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 98:  “The Spear of Ithuriel,” To the Impartial Public,” The South Carolina Gazette and Public 

Advertiser, 1 October 1785  Photocopy and typescript only.   
 
Folder 99:  [Aedanus Burke,] “To the Public,” Charleston Evening Gazette, 11 October 1785  

Typescript only.   
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Box II (con’t) 
 
Folder 100:  “Rawlings Lowndes v. William Clay Snipes,” [Notes of trial…], Charleston Evening 

Gazette, 27-28 October 1785  Typescript only.     
  

Folder 101:  House of Representatives committee report, Charleston Morning Post, 4 February 1786  
Photocopies only. 

 
Folder 102:  South Carolina Marine Society anniversary report, Charleston Evening Post, 4 February 

1786  Photocopy only.    
 
Folder 103:  “Meanwell,” “For the Charleston Evening Gazette,” Charleston Evening Gazette, 4 March 

1786  Typescript only.   
 
Folder 104:  The Memorial of the Merchants of the City of Charleston, Charleston Morning Post, 23 

March 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 105:  Editorial Comment, Charleston Morning Post, 23 & 24 March 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 106:  “Atticus,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Morning Post, 24 & 25 March and 13 

April 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 107:  “ A Citizen,” “For the Charleston Morning Post,” Charleston Morning Post, 28 March 

1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 108:  “Freeman,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 31 March 1786  

Typescript only.    
 
Folder 109:  House of Representatives committee report, Charleston Morning Post, 31 March  1786  

Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 110:  “Cato,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 3 & 21 April 1786  

Photocopies only. 
 
Folder 111:  “An Advocate for Equal Justice,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 

4-13 April & 4 May 1786  Typescripts only. 
 
Folder 112:  “Cyrus,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Evening Gazette, 18 April 1786  Typescript 

only.    
 
Folder 113:  “Consideration,” “To Whom it May Concern,” Charleston Evening Gazette, 27 May 1786  

Typescript only.    
 
Folder 114:  “Spectator,” “For the Daily Advertiser,” Charleston Morning Post, 2 June 1786  Photocopy 

only.   
 



John C. Meleney (1921-     )   
Research Files.   
Container List 

 10

Box II (con’t) 
 

Folder 115:  “Nestor,” “To the People for the United States,”  Charleston Morning Post, 7 July 1786  
Photocopy only.     

 
Folder 116:  Editorial Comment, Charleston Morning Post, 7 July 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 117:  “An Old Citizen,” “For the Morning Post,” Charleston Morning Post, 26 October 1786  

Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 118:  “Voy,” “To the Citizens of South Carolina,” Charleston Morning Post, 1 November 1786  

Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 119:  “An Old Inhabitant,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Morning Post, 21 November 

1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 120:  “A Carolinian,” untitled letter to the editor, Charleston Morning Post, 27 November 1786  

Photocopy only.   
  
Folder 121:  Judge [Henry] Pendleton, “Gentlemen of the Grand Jury,” Charleston Morning Post, 13 

December 1786  Photocopy only.   
 
Folder 122:  “Appius,” “To the Members of the General Assembly of South Carolina,” Charleston 

Morning Post, March 1787  Photocopy and abstract.   
 
Folder 123: Charleston Evening Gazette, Summaries 18 July 1785-13 October 1786.  
 
Folder 124:  Notes and photocopies from Rules of the Marine Anti-Brittanic Society.   
 
Folder 125:  “Of Advantage of OEconomy,” unidentified newspaper. 
 
Folder 126:  Extracts from Charleston Morning Post, 1786-1787 
 
Folder 127:  “Debate materials,” (notes and photocopies) 
 
Folder 128:  Rudiments of Law and Government. 
 
Folder 129:  Concilatory Hints.   
 
Folder 130:  Excerpts from The Writings of Christopher Gadsden.   
 
Folder 131:  District Representative File. 
 
Folder 132:  SC Representation General & Miscellaneous Notes. 
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Box II (con’t) 
 

Folder 133:  SC Constitution Convention of 1790 Notes I. 
 
Folder 134:  SC Constitution Convention of 1790 Notes: II;  Colonial Period to Independence. 
 
Folder 135:  SC Constitution Convention of 1790 Notes: III;  1778-1790. 
 
Folder 136:  SC Constitution Convention of 1790 Notes: IV;  The 1st Campaign. 

 
Folder 137:  SC Constitution Convention of 1790 Notes: V;  The 2nd Campaign. 
 
Folder 138:  Representation – 1794 Petitions. 
 
Folder 139:  Representation – 1795 Petitions. 
 
Folder 140:  Representation - Miscellaneous materials.  
 
Folder 141:  Outline I, Introduction. 
 
Folder 142:  General Assembly Notes. 
 
Folder 143:  Representation – Primary Materials. 
   
Folder 144:  Representation – Legal Proceedings 1800-1810, Documents. 
 
Folder 145:  Debate on 12th Amendment. 
 
Folder 146:  Representation Reform. 
 
Folder 147:  Representation – Atticus Letters City Gazette 30 May – 20 Jun. 1808. 
 
Folder 148:  Representation 1800-1808. 
 
Folder 149:  Representation Reform, 1801. 
 
Folder 150:  John Jamison – Senex. 
 
Folder 151:  Representation, Speech of Joseph Alston, 1803. 
 
Folder 152:  Constitutions. 
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Box III (con’t) 
 
Folder 153:  Representation - Original Documents. 
 
Folder 154:  Representation Reform, William Lowndes drafts.   
 
Folder 155:  Representation - Articles, etc. 
 
Folder 156:  Popular Protests & Uprisings. 
 
Folder 157:  U.S. Constitution.   
 
Folder 158:  Cincinati & Miraeau. 
 
Folder 159:  Debtor Relief. 
 
Folder 160:  Jay Treaty in SC. 
 
Folder 161:  Charles Pinckney & Jay Treaty, 22 July 1795. 
 
Folder 162:  Charles Pinckney, Governors Address, 19 Nov, 1808. 
 
Folder 163:  Charles Pinckney, Address to NJ Legislature, 1786. 
 
Folder 164:  Charles Pinckney, Letters to Thomas Jefferson. 
 
Folder 165:  Chalres Pinckney’s reply to Jay, re: Mississippi. 
 
Folder 166:  Political Debate, 1783-1786. 
 
Folder 167:  Robbins Case (1799). 
 
Folder 168:  Debtor Relief Issue, 1784-1788. 
 
Folder 169:  Debtor Relief 1788. 
 
Folder 170:  Notebooks. 
 
Folder 171:  1790s Newspapers Notes. 
 
Folder 172:  Charleston Evening Gazette Notes. 
 
Folder 173:  State Gazette of South Carolina Notes. 
 
Folder 174:  District File; Debtor Relief. 
 
Folder 175:  Newspapers. 
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Box IV 
 
Folder 176:  First Congress (Burke).  
 
Folder 177:  South Carolina Weekly Gazette Notes.  
 
Folder 178:  Constitution. 
 
Folder 179:  Constitution. 
 
Folder 180:  Constitution. 
 
Folder 181:  Burke Material Supplied by Ratification Project & National Archives. 
 
Folder 182:  John F. Grimke, Charge to Camden Grand Jury. 
 
Folder 183:  Charges to Grand Jury, 1778, 1789. 
 
Folder 184:  New York Historical Society. 
 
Folder 185:  Southern Historical Collection. 
 
Folder 186:  Perkins Library, Duke University (Including Edward Rutledge & Charles 

Cotesworth Pinckney). 
 
Folder 187:  Read Family Papers, South Carolina Historical Society. 
 
Folder 188:  Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
 
Folder 189:  E.G. Swem Library, College of William & Mary. 
 
Folder 190:  Judge Burke. 
 
Folder 191:  Materials By and About Burke. 
 
Folder 192:  Criminal Justice. 
 
Folder 193:  Address Considerations, Salutary Hints. 
 
Folder 194:  Miscellaneous Scholarly Papers. 
 
Folder 195:  Papers by John C. Meleney. 
 


