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lkhart, Indiana is the geographi-
cal and musical heartland of the
United States. It is also the
birthplace of David Darling, an

I Honorary Board Member of the
Gordon Institute for Music Lrarning.
Darling's father enjoyed the arts and his
mother was a pianist who tried to teach
him piano when he was in kindergarten.
The sound of the piano enthralled him,
but practicing did not.

David's life changed in the fourth
grade when he heard a cello demonstra-
tion. Thedeep sonorityof the instrument
immediately attracted him and he began
formal lessons.

Another musical milestone in David's
life occuned in ttre ninth grade when he
heard Miles Davis' Sketches of Spain
album. He was so impressed that he
returned home to try to play the chords on
the piano by ear. This was his first serious
encounter with jazz. By the time he was
in high school, he had taught himself alto
and baritone saxophone, string bass, and
had formed asmaTl jazz goup.

David went on to earn his bachelor's
degree from IndianaStateCollege inTerre

of the most incredible gatherings of top
name clinicians and exhibitors he had
ever seon or been a part of. The unique-
ness of the event was a constant conver-
sational thread ttrroughout the three-day
conference.

Beginning with the superior organi-
zational effort and the incredible hard

David Darling

Ilaute and his master's degree from Indi-
ana University in Bloomington. His
musical preoccupations were jazz and
avant garde music.

After teaching orchestra in Evans-
ville, David took a college position in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, which is about
and hour drive from Nashville. He drove
that distance often to do backup work
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t's over. Exhibitors have left and
the clinicians have retumed home.
The music has faded into the night
with the final sounds of Don
Muro's Korg Philharmonia. All

that remain are the memories. Perhaps
Don Muro said it best in his closing
comments. To paraphrase, this was one

work on the part of the National Music
Clinic smff, it was smooth sailing all the

way. These wonderful people did more
than their job, and they did it with profes-
sionalism and with a smile. Hats off to
each and every one of them.

From a GIML perspective, the eupho-
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:::i.Man)awpl ,aS3odiated with, GIl@
..i.havo: asked::fot a. ietum,, of,,the,S.um;r

mei seminars that were held at the

, Sugarloaf 
:,:conference centtr in

:i::rPniladelphi6,,,, Theie, hh,+e: alSo been

,,,,,numerouS,inquiiies about :rfl1e::ptaco

r:::::togo,tOl a6out,MuiiC,kafning:
::::rIheo-ry:....'In, spite,,of the',fadt that Di,:

Gordon is a visiting lectufei on many

r..:.college.....campuseS,,,,,thiou[hbut,, fte
....,.rear,' there..app"ears., r5,.be, a. heed for
,:,r,.GIl{;,,, lo,,,,begin,,..to,,,,Sponaoi,,,MuSi'C

t earning Theory seminars.
Wirfr ttrat in mind, the Goidon

Instiute: for Music Learning has

esr,abfished whar miy beCome an
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