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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The identification of musically talented children has been a
subject of concern to American psychologists and music e ducators
since the early part of this century, Prior to the third decade of the
century, the most commonly employed method of identifying such
children was through subjective judgment, However, the adequacy
of this type of assessment is directly dependent upon teachers'
capabllities, insights, and experience, Some of the obvious dis~
advantages of this approach are the wide variation in standards and
the tendency for extra~musical factors to influence teachers' decisions.
The subjective method, although now used somewhat less extensively
than formerly, is still employed in many schools as a means of
‘ evaluating the musical aptitudes of children,

In an effort to eliminate disadvantages of subjective judgments,
various standardized tests have been developed. These batteries, in
general, are designed to measure certain attributes which each test
writer deems to be of importance for indicating the amount of musical

intelligence, or aptitude, which a particular child is thought to



possess, The principal advantage of the standardized test over the
sub.jective judgment is that the former is designed to yield more
consistent and cobhjectively interpretable results.

One of the earliest researchers in the field of musical aptitude
testing was the psychologist Dr. C.E,Seashore, of the University
of ITowa. 1In 1919, the Seashore Measures of Musical Talent were
published, land later, in 1930, the Kwalwasser-Dvykema Music Tests

2
were released, Since then, several music aptitude tests have been

3
developed of which the more widely used are those authored by Drake,
4 2 6
Gaston, Gordon, and Wing.

Primarily because of the limitations of subjective judgment,

aptitude tests have been gaining increased recognition, particularly

1 L
Carl E. Seashore, Measures of Musical Talent, (New York:
Columbia Phonograph Company, 1919).
2
Jacob Kwalwasser and Peter Dykema, Kwalwasser~-Dykema
Music Tests. (New York: Carl Fischer, Inc. 1930).
3
Raleigh M, Drake, Drake Musical Aptitude Test. (Chicago:
Science Research Associates, 1954),
4
Thayer Gaston, A Test of Musicality. (Lawrence, Kansas:
Odell's Instrumental Service, 1957).
5
Edwin Gorden, Musical Aptitude Profile , (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1965).
6
Herbert Wing, Standardized Tests of Musical Intelligence.
(Sheffield, England: City of Sheffield College, 1958).




in the last decade. Additional pressures for objective evaluation have
arisen as a result of overcrowded school curriculums, increased
specializatiqn by students, less teacher-student contact time, the
mounting demand for students' time from areas other than music, and
the rising cost of musical instruction. Relevant to this, it was
reasoned that the possible derivation of a reliable and objective method
for predicting musical success could greatly facilitate the guidance

function of both school counselors and practicing music teachers.

The Problem

The problem of this study was to investigate the relative and
combined power of three types of standardized tests for predicting '
success in a music program. These types included tests of general

intelligence, academic achievement, and musical aptitude,

Rationale of the Study

7
In a recently published longitudinal predictive validity study,

the relationship between musical aptitude and musical achievement was
investigated. In that study, all enrolled students in selected fourth

and fifth grade elementary classrooms were given instrumental training.

7

Edwin Gordon, A Three-year Longitudinal Predictive Validity
Study of the Musical Aptitude Profile. Vol, V: Studies in the Psychology
of Music. (Iowa City, Iowa: University of Iowa Press, 1967).




Prior to the initiation of training, the Musical Aptitude Profile was

administered, After a three-year training period, a written music
achievement test and a performance test were administered to the
students. The scores from thesg measures were combined with
teachers' ratings of the students' progress into a co.mposi'l;e unweighted
criterion score of musical achievement, These scores m}ere then
correlated with pre-training musical aptitude scores with a resulting
predictive validity coefficient of ,75.

_ Despite this high validity coefficient, it seems reasonable to
assume that there are other factors, in addition to musical aptitude,
that may have some implications for the level of the student's musical
attainment, BSome of these might be quantity and guality of training,
home environment, school musical experience, student interest, general
intelligence, and academic achievement. The relationship of general
intelligence to musical achievement was the subject of investigation by

8

Rainbow. Using scores from a group of ninety-one elementary children,

he found a correlation of .48 between the Lorge-Thorndike Intelligence

Test and selected subtests from the Kwélwasser—Ruch Test of Mtisical .

Accomplishment. In another study, Rhoades used intelligence scores to

8

Edward L. Rainbow, "A Pilot Study to Investigate the Constructs
of Musical Aptitude," (Unpublished dissertation, University of Towa,
1965). PB. 106;
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