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The problem of the study was to determine the ralation-
ship between Gordon Musical A
musical performagnce as defined by a special criterion of sucgess
in instrumental or vocal music. 7The study also investigated the
reliabflity of the test battery.

Nine hundred students were selected From 1487 who were
administered the Musical Aptitude Profile in order to study the
relationship between teat scores and defined musical success.

The students were grouped into three grade classifications:
grades 4 through 6, grades 7 through 9, and grades 10 through 12.
They were then placed inte one of three categories: 1) Sglect

al music. This category comsisted of 100
sdwind players from ssch of the three grade classi-
fications, comprising a total of 300 students; 2) Select siu
dents in vocal music. This category consisted of 100 vecal stu-
dents from each of the three grade classifications, and totalled
300 students: 3) Unselegted students. This category was composad
of 100 students frw each of the three grade classifications, and
totalled 300 students.

Mugionl examples, specially composed by the investiga-
tor for each grade classification and medium of performance,
were distributed to the music supervisors in Janmuary, 1963, Stu-
anees of the musical exanples were tape recorded

brass and woi

dent perfom



during April and May, 1963, A conmittee of three professional
musicians then made independent evaluations of the performances,
employing the following criterion of success in musdc: 1) suita-
bility of tome guality; 2) suitability of intonation; 3) suita-
bility of meter; 4) suitability of tempo; 5) suitability of
phrasing; 6) suitability of rhythm; and 7) suitability of style.
A five-point scale was used to rate each characteristic of the
student's performance; ”Pbar," "Below Average,” "Average,"
"Above Average," and "Excellent,”

The ratings by each judge were summed and an average
score was assigned to each student's performance. Performance
scores were correlated with sach of the three part scores and
with the composite test score of the Mugical 4
to determine validity coefficients.

Reliability coefficients for all test scores in the
battery were computed for each grade and corrected through the
use of the Saemmdm formula. Also, intercorrelation co~
efficients for all test scores were determmined.

Within the limitations of this i:wastigatim and under
present standards, the following tentative conclusions seem
warranted:

1) The Musical Aptitude Profile will materially assist
teachers in the identification of students enrolled in grades

through 12 who might profit most from special music instruction.



2) The Musical Aptitude Profils appears to be a con-
sistently stable test battery for all students who are enrolied
in grades U through 12. ;

3) Inmlatim analyses of the various sub-tesks
in the battery reveal substantial relationships for each with the
composite test. Relationships between sub-tests within each part
that any particular sub-test was sufficiently related to any other
sub-test as te duplicate it in function.

er, there was no evidence
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In 1919 Cari §. Sesshore constructed a battery of tests
in which he propesed to measure aptitude in music through the
sound wave and f{ts four physical atitributes: frequency, ampli-
tude, duration, end form.! The battery consisted of tests of
later a test of Rhythm was added. Seashore, Saetveit, and Lewis
published a revised version of the test in 1939.2 The LConso-
from the battery because of its low ve-

liability, and was replaced with a Tigbre te

Seashore held his tests to be valid measures of musical
talent. Lundin, however, reported a wide range of concurvent va-
lidity ceefficients® in a summary of several in

1¢arl B, Beashore, "Seashore Measures of Musical Talent,”
New York: Columbiz ?hmmgr@h Co., 1919,

23, 8. Saetveit, D, Lewis, and Carl E. Seashore, "Revis-
ion a§ m Seus a&‘ Mmﬁ. ‘ralmtn

*A test is said to have concwrrent validity to vhe ex-
tent that the test scores correlate positively with othew
measures of the same trait or ability, the latter being obtained
about the sene time as the test scores.
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