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CHAPTER I

STATEYENT AMD ANALYSIS OF THE PROBLEH
I. IHYRODUCTION

Iugical talent,; 1like all other taleont is a gift of nature =
inherited, not scquired: in so far es a rusician has natural
gbility in rusio he is born with it,.., The measuraement of
musical eapacity, therefore, concoerns ltself chiefly with inborn
paycho=physic and mental capscities es distinguished from skill
acquired in training.S?

¢
Tho preceeding siatemsnt meade by a scholar of the calibre *of Carl
Emil Soashore croated s womenitus imgeot on the nature and massurement
off musicel apiitude, To be sure, it would not be an overstetemont to

saintain that the impact has not lessened with time. Dichotomous viswe

soints provailed in 1919 whon Seashora's Messures of lusicel Talent (59)

first appeered as ywell as the present time with respect to the problen
‘of msgpsuring muslcal aptitude. Music educators are still not in agrece

mont ng to vhethor rusical aptitude cen be measured ajart from

¥

nchisvement,
iI. URPOSE OF THE BTUDY

The significance of this problem is of the utrmost imporitance to '
the public school music educator. A rusic progrem thet is predicated
upon selectivity for perticipation mey require an objective tool like
a musical aptitude test that may be used in conjunction with subjec=
tive evalustions. Yor a voung studénﬁ in the intermediate gradeé, a

rusical eptitude test score way be his only mesns of displaying eny



rmsical aptitude he possesses. Test scores used prognostically may
_eliminate as well ms geloct students for an instrumental or chorél

~ organization., Public school music oaducators who are dedicated to the
proyositions of equal oppoftunity Tor students of equal rusical apiitude
and the cultivation of the potential wmsicel sptitude of esch individuel
child must ecquire factual information ebout objoctive tools if they are
going to employ thom es mids in their progrems. If musienl aptitude
tests are discovered te be in feet musical achievement tests, it cannct
be gainsaid that many publie school students who have had littig or no
magieal training or an unfevorsble environment but who enéoy a fair
gmount of rmusical aptitude may not atbein their right of receiving &

migical educgtion commensurete with their rusical aptitude.
ITI. MUSICAL ASTITUDD TR8YS

Fany musicel gptitude tests have mussared since the time Seashorse

made his early investigation into the nature of wmusical aptitude and its
b ' ; j

reasurement, Seaeshore, slong with Lewis end Smotveit, revised the orie

ginal Yoasures of Pusieal Talent in 1939 (£3) so that the test would be
more related to rusical discriminaticn than sensory diseriminatioen.

The Consonanee Test was replaced by the Timbre fest es anothor means of

affording the test more validity, Mursell (52,53,54) and Heinlein (32),

among numerous cother critics of the original Seashore test, were of the

opinion that the Hessures of Musical Telont wore atomistic in nature

and really sensbry digerimination tests. Lowery (45) has etterpted to



reccncile the omibus theory of Mursell (51,52) and the etomistic

3 theory of Seashore (62) by stating-tﬁat bofh €haéries'are useful whén_
thought of for specific circurstances. Tﬁe question of reliebility
and validity of wusicsl aptitude tests, ospecielly the original lea=-

surcg of Musical Talont, havo basn investigated by many independent

researchers eifhgr directly or indirectly. Hursoll (54) rapo;t# his

ovm findings ag well as those of ¥right, Sow, Bogsn, Bramnon, Smith

and Salisbury, Mosher, Zrowvm, Highswmith and Farnsworth with res;eet %o
the validity of ths Soeshoro tests. Tha highcost veiidity coofficients
for the Zeashore tests vers obiainad by Snith end Salisbury and Foshar,
Por the subtests piteh and tonal rwmory, Smith and Salisbury obisined e
corrslation of 60 ané 44 and lLosher a correlstion of .65 and .44 re-
spactively when correlated with the ebility to sing at sight. Validity
coofficients for these subtests whon correlated with teachars grades and
‘success in mmasic were of a lower order. Stanton (€%), oa ths other hand,

obtained high velidity and reliability coefficicnts by correleting
L .

5

Hossures of Musicel Talent test scores with success in music snd retest

5000, Larsbn.(éo), and Larson (41), corroborated Stanton's findings
on validity coofficients of the Seashoreo tests. A great portion of the
investigetions dealing with the relisbility of rusical aptitude tests
have been to determine the effect of practice and training on retest
scores, This will be discussed to a greater extent in ths next ohapter,
.- BDuring the interum when the original Seashore tests appeared and
when they weré revisedg.zwalwﬁsser and Dyvkema (SG) publighed a mﬁsical

aptitude test which consisted of more subtests than the Seashore tests.
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They wore also moro rusicsl in nature. Lowsry (43) and Maimvaring (49)
Froducsd muslcal aptituéa testy that ﬁcra-dusigned to mseess azpects of
musicianship apert from sensory discrimination. Lowery emphazized exerw
cisés relating to cadences and phrasing.

Soms of the more rocont musioal aptitude tests ere those of
¥histlor snd Thorpe (76), Kwalwasser (39), Drake (22), and #ing (62),
Thore have boen soms musical aptitude tests that have been produced in
conjunction with mnnﬁfauturars of rusicsl instruments which in some casgss

have nmade no provisions for relimbility, validiby or normativé data.
Iv, DESCHIPTION OF THS DRAKE MUSICAL ASTITUDE THATS

In this country, tha Dralke lJusioal Astitude Tests have reseived

wide publie acceptance, espesislly in the publiec schaols. In conmparison
¥ i ] & . !

to the gix subtests of HMaosures of Mugical Telent, the Drake tests con-

' siat of two teste with two forms of sech tost. -In tha 1630 revisien,
Seashcre inoluded pitph. tenel wonory, tims, rhythn, tinbre and intene
;it’ as subteste, The two Drake subtestsz are susicanl menory snd rhythn,
Drake (16) and Xerlin (24) are in almﬁst tetal ngroemeont with respect %o
the composition of rusical aphitude. ﬁ&rlin cleims signs of throo fate
tors in rusical aptitude., They are pitch, although its nature is une
knovm, memory of vholes and mamory of isolsted musical elements. Drake
states that there are five end possibly nore separate aptitudes consti=-
tuting musical talent. Fiitch end euditory neriory ers distinet and fune

damentel and shonld be included in ény %estiﬂg_yrogram. This concept
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