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The current investigation was conducted for the purpose of offering clarity and
understanding of Edwin Gordon and his work from a historical standpoint, The five
specific problems of the study were (o investigate the historical development of Gordon's
(1) life and career as a music educator and researcher, (2) music aptitude tests, (3)
concept of audiation, (4) music learning theory, and (5) early childhood music education.

There were many important teachers in Gordon's life: Gene Krupa, Philip Sklar,
Neal Glenn, Leonhard Feldt, and Albert Hicronymus, among others. Hieronymus was
especially influential during the development ol the Musical Aptitude Profile,
Additionally, several of Gordon’s doctoral students made significant contributions to his
work.

Established as a national center for educational testing and measurement, the
Umniversity of Towa heavily influenced Gordon's work. Here, Gordon developed (he
Musical Aptitude Prafile, a test based on the historical foundations laid by Carl Seashore
and James Mursell, among others.

Audiation is a central coneept encompassing all of Gordon’'s work, While
Gordon coined the word, the concept has deep historical roots including several related

terms. Gordon defined eight types and six theoretical stages of audiation,



The roots of Gordon’s music learning theory are found in behaviorist and Gestall
psychological traditions and are based upon the efforts of several former students, most
notably Robert DeYarman. Gordon’s theory is closely associated with models of
language development and Gagné’s eight conditions of learning. Gordon’s music
learning theory for n-uwbum and preschool-age children includes theoretical stages of
preparatory audiation. Considering all of Gordon’s comributions, music learning theory
appears Lo be the most controversial,

The current investigation leads o several conclusions: (1) Gordon’s worl is
clearly based on historical precedence, (2) the motivation behind Gordon's contributions
is closely related to his own personal experiences, (3) Gordon frequently neglects to
report the historical foundation upon which his own work is based, (4) Gordon has too
infrequently recognized the contributions of his own students and colleagues, (5)
Gordon’s work has filled several professional needs, and (6) Gordon's considerable
output makes him arguably one of the most influential music education researchers of the

past half-century.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

Historical research in music education has the potential to be of great benefit 1o
researchers, leachers, and students. George Heller and Bruce Wilson note three such
benefits of historical research in music education: it can educate or inform, it can inspire
or motivate, and it can unify or organize.' Developing a thorough understanding of the
past can be a formidable task, however, because music educators oflen have difficulty
viewing current ideas, concepts, and people in an historical context. Placing our
thoughts, actions, and professional lives into a larger historical story can be difficult, due
to a sense of disconnection between the present and the past.”

The primary goal of historical research in music education is to “inform its
readers of events and ideas of the past, in order 1o show the resulls of persistence through

wrd

time.”"”" In order to effectively reporl on past history, a sense of stary, or the notion of’
story lelling as a *mode of knowing,” seems 1o be an important consideration.” This

sense of story may lessen or even eliminate the historical disconnection that some feel

between the past and the present. The philosopher William James hinted at the

! George N. Heller and Bruee Wilson, “Historical Research in Music Education: A
Prolegomenon,” Hulletin af the Cownct! for Research in Music Edvcation 69 (winter 1982): 16,

* William Strauss and Neil Howe, Generatians: The History of America's Future, 1384 to 2069
(New York: William Morrow and Co., 1991), 7,

*George M. Heller, "On the Meaning and Value of Historieal Research in Music Edueation,”
Jowrnal of Research in Music Edweation 33 (spring 1983): 6,

* Kathy Carter, “The Place of Story in the Study of Teaching nnd Teacher Education,”
Edueational Researcher 22 (January—February 1993): 5,



connection between historiography and the notion of story telling, as he claimed that
history is the “great humanizer, for you give humanistic value to almost anything by
teaching it historically.”™

All music educators should take an interest in the history ol their profession.
Current teaching practices and methodologics are conducted within a given historical
context, even if practitioner is not conscious of this context. Jacques Barzun and Henry
CirafT claim that history is unaveoidable, as “anyone who follows a trade or profession, or
pursucs a hobby is, quite unconsciously, an amateur historian.™"

Although much of the history of music education has been reported, many gaps
vel remain.” Present and future authors of historical research in music education should
attempt to fill these gaps, The recent past is an especially eritical subject for future
historical research in musie education, particularly when it is concerned with events and
people still in the memory of living persons. Charles Leonhard agrees and suggests that
music education historians should twrn their focus o the “recent past rather than

emphasizing the early developments in the profession.” In an effort to answer that call,

this study is focused on the life and work of Edwin Gordon.”

* William James quoted in Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Gralf, The Modern Researcher, 3" ed,
(MNew York: Harcourt Bruce Jovanovich, Inc., 1992), 9.

“Ibid., 6.
" Heller and Wilson, .

¥ Charles Leonhard, *Where's the Beet'®™ The Budletin of Historical Research in Music Fdueation
5 (July 1984): 5960,

* Edwin Gordon is Professor Emeritus at Temple University where he held the Carl E. Seashore
Chair lor Research in Music Education. Since 1997, Gordon has been the Distinguished Professor in
Residence al the University of Bouth Carolina. Fle is also an elected member of the MENC Hall of Fame.
sinee 1975 Gordon bas used the middle initial (E) in reference to his paternal grandfather. For the curremt
investigation, he will be referred to as simply Edwin Gordon, without middle initial.
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Purpose and Problems

The purpose of this research is to investigate the life and work of FEdwin Gordon,
with the expectation that this biographical and historical examination will lead to a
deeper understanding of Gordon’s work, The five specific problems of this study arc to
trace the historical development of Gordon’s:

1 lifc and career as a music educator and researcher:

2. music aptitude Lests;
’ . ' i
3. conecept of audiation;'”
4
5

music learning theory; '
carly childhood music education.

Review of the Literature
The five problems listed above will be the primary focus of the current
investigation. Although other topics of discussion about Gordon’s work are possible,
these five are the most encompassing. The current study has two emphases: biographical
and historical, The combination of these two elements within the same report is
important, for it can be difficult for one to get a sense of the motivation for Gordon's
work without an understanding of his biographical history, Gordon's former students, his

i ! 4 RN [ e . 5 "
teaching colleagues, and his contemporaries’= within the profession likely have a sense o

" The term “audiation” has itself gone throngh interesting historical changes. The enrrent
delimtion, "hearing and comprehending in one's mind the sound of music that is not or may never have
been physically present,” can be found in: Edwin Gordon, Legring Segquences in Music, Skl Content,
ane Patierns (Chicago: GIA Publicanons, 1997), 361.

"' Music learning theory is defined as “the analysis and synthesis of the sequential manner in
which we learn when we leam music.” See Edwin Gordon, Learning Sequences in Music: Skill, Content,
and Patterns (Chicago: GIA Publications, 1997}, 372,

" For a list of Gordon's comtemporaries i the profession see the George N, HNeller review of
Cienerations: The History of America's Faiare, {584-2069, by William Strauss and Neil Howe, The
Bulletin of Historical Research in Musie Education 14 (Inly 1993): 156,

3



the historical foundations of his werk in light of his personal and prolessional
biographical history. For members of younger generations, and for those who have not
worked closely with Gordon, the connection between Gordon’s work and his
biographical istory is likely either unknown or misunderstood. A brief survey of
Gordon’s work in music aptitude testing, audiation, music learning theory, and early
childhood music education is presented in the [ollowing scctions,

Music Aplitude

Gordon has spent the majority ol his carcer studying the nature and measurement
of music aptitude. His tests of music aptitude “dwarfed the outpul of all others” during
the last half of the twenticth century.'” Beginning with the publication of the Musicat
Aptitude Profile in 1965, Gordon’s drive to investigate the nature, deseription, and
measurement of music aptitude has not waned. Several of Gordon's doctoral students
conducted dissertation studies that made important contributions in the study of music
aptitude and/or music learning (See Appendix A).

The Musical Aptitude Profile has been described as “one of the most importani
contributions to the continuing study of musical aptitude” and has been praised as being,

aald

“without a doubt, the best of its kind on the market.”” Stanley Schleuler, one of

Gordon’s former students, compiled a bibliography that lists some of the many studies

" Darrel 1. Wallers, “Edwin Gordon's Music Aptitude Work," The Quarterly Journal of Music
Feaching and Learning 2 (spring-summer 1991): 65-72.

" See Poul B. Lehman, Tests and Measurements in Music (Englewood Cliffs, NI; Prentice Hall,
1968), 5d; and J, McLesh, “Musical Aptitude Profile,” $he Sevenih Memaf Measurements Yearbook
(Hightand Plinns, M1 Gryphon Press, 19723, 249-250.



that feature the Musical Aptitude Profile.'” The potential influence that Gordon’s seven
tests have on future studics related to music aptitude and/or music achievement 1s
considerable.

Audialion

In 1975 Gordon coined the term “audiation™ to replace the common phrase “aural

anll e

imagery.” " Since that time, audiation scems to have become widely accepted, as several

prominent authors, none of whom were Gordon’s students, have studied the concept. |7
Darre]l Walters, Gordon's former colleague at Temple Universitly, noted that similar
concepts/processes were thought about and discussed by others for generations prior Lo

. . 1% . iy
being given an adequate label.™ Nevertheless, controversy over the concept of audiation

;i [
'I'1‘.".-I'!I'IEIII'I!'i.I'=I

Music Learning Theory
Gordon has developed a theory of music learning that he simply titled “music

learning theory.” While many others have written about Gordon's music learning theory,

" Stanley Sehleuter, "Research Studies Relevant to the Musical Aptitude Profile: A
Bibliography,” The Ouarterly Journal of Music Teaching and Learning 2 (spring-summer 1991 149157,

" Edwin Gordon, Leaming Theory, Patterns, and Music (Buffalo, NY: Tometic Associales,
Limited, 1975): ii.

¥ Spe Charles P, Schmidt and Jean Sinor, “An Investigation of the Relanonships Among Music
Audiation, Musical Creativity, and Cognitive Style," Jowrnad of Research tn Music Education 34 (fall
1986): 160-172; Christopher I3, Azzara, “Andiation-Based Improvisation Techmigues and Elementary
Instrumental Students’ Music Achievement,” Janrnal of Research in Music Education 41 (winter 1993
323-342; and John Kratus, “Relationships Among Children’s Music Audiation and Their Compositional
Processes and Products,” Jouraal of Research in Music Edvcation 42 (summer 1994 115-130,

" Darrel L. Walters, “Audiation: The Term and the Process, ** in Readings in Musie Learnimg
Theory, Darrel L, Walters and Cynthia Cromp Tapgary, eds, (Chicago: GIA Publications, 1989), 3,

1. David Boyle and Rudolf E. Radocy, Measuremenr and Evaluation of Music Experiences
{MNew York: Schirmer Books, 1987), 151; and Budelf’ . Radocy and J. David Boyle, Psvehologicaml
Foundations of Musical Belavior, 2™ e, {Springfled, 11L: Charles C. Thomas, 19887, 343,

5



the best sources from an historical standpoint are Gordon’s own texts. The first text,
Learning Theory, Patterns, and Musie, was published by Tometic Associates, Limited, in
1975. In 19706, the text was revised and published with a slightly different title: Learning
Sequence and Patterns in Music. Gordon changed publishers in 1976 to GIA
Publications, Incorporated, of Chicago, which has published all of his texts and materials
since that time. The primary music learning theory texl is Learning Sequences in Music,
Skill, Content, and Patterns, first published in 1980, with subsequent revisions in 1984,
1988, 1993, and 1997, A sixth edition will be published in 2001.

Gordon's music learning theory was presented as one of the five major
approdches to music education (Orfl, Kodily, Dalcroze, Suzuki, and Gordon) in the
Music Educators Journal *" Music learning theory has also been included as a major
pedagogical approach to music teaching and learning in full-length textbooks.” An
introduetion to music learning theory and a text of readings in music leaming theory have

¥
e

been published to serve as practical guides to Gordon’s theories,

* Pawricia K. Shehan, “Major Approaches to Music Education: An Account of Method," Music
Edvcavors Sovenal 72 (February 1986): 26-31,

* See Harold F. Abeles, Charles R, HolTer, and Robert 1., Klotman, Foundations enf ddaesic
Edueation, 2" ed. (New York: Schirmer Books, 1994, 264-265; Patricia Shehan Campbell, and Carol
Seott-Kpssner, Music fn Childhood! From Presehood threugh the Elementary Grades (Mew York: Sehirmer
Books, [995), 58-59; and Michael L. Mark, Comtemporaey Music Edweation, 3 ed. {Mew York: Schirmer
Books, 19963, 1649180,

* See Eric Bluestine, The Ways Children Learn Music: An Introduction and Practical Guide to
Music Learning Theory (Chicago: GIA Publications, 1995, 2000); and Darrel L. Walters and Cynthia
Crump Tagpart, eds. Readings in Music Leavning Theory (Chicago: GLA Publications, 1959),

1":



Early Childhood Music Education

The primary source containing Gordon's thoughts on early childhood music
education is his text, 4 Music Learning Theory for Newborn and Young Children.” In
addition, recent articles in the quarterly publication Farly Childhood Connections were
written about Gordon's work with young children.” Gordon's work in carly childhood
music education has received notice by the New York Times, USA Today, and the
Philadelphia Inguirer,”® Gordon has also appeared on the NBC morning television

2

program “"T'he Today Show™ to discuss his theories on music in carly childhood.

Related Research
Of primary concern to this investigation are studies about Gordon or his work (hat
are of a specific historical nature, No complete historical or biographical study has yet
been written on Gordon's life or work in music education.”’ In fact, very few studies

mvolving Gordon's work have an intended historical focus, with the exceplion of specific

 Edwin Gordon, 4 Music Learning Theory for Newborn and Young Children (Chicago: GIA

Publications, 1990, 1997).

* See Edwin Gordon, “The Role of Music Aptitude in Early Childhood Musie,” Farfy Childhood
Conncetions | (winter 1995): 14-21; Beth M. Bolton, “Was That a Musical Response? Eliciting and
Evuluating Musical Behaviors in Very Young Children,” Early Childbood Conpeetions 2 (fall 1996): 14
18; and Edwin Gordon, *Early Childhood Music Educanon: Life or Death? Mo, a Matter of Binh and Life,"”
Bavly Childhood Connecetions 2 (fall 1996): 7135,

* See “Teaching Toddlers to Pick up the Beat,” U84 Today, 4 October 1984; “From Babble (o
Beethoven: Learning Music,” The Philadelphia fguiver, 10 September 1987; "Teaching Music in Toddler
Time,” The Mew York Times, 5 April 1992, and “'Tunes for Tots,” The Philadelpiia mguiver, 23 Febraary
1994,

¥ wGinging and the Prescheol Child,” NBC Today Show, 1986,

* George N, Heller, Historical Rescarch in Music Education: A Bibliography, 3" ed, (Lawrence,
K5 The University of Kansas, 1995,
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